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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 227288 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, RH 

SUBJECT: USG CONCERN OVER MOUNTING VIOLENCE IN RHODESIA 

DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT YOU SEEK APPOINTMENT AT THE 
HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL IN YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT AND, 

DRAWING ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS, CONVEY OUR MOUNTING 
CONCERN AND DISMAY OVER ESCALATING VIOLENCE IN RHODESIA, 

IN PARTICULAR THE CLAIMED SHOOTING DOWN OF THE RHODESIAN 
PLANE ON SEPTEMBER 4, AND THE REPORTED KILLING OF TEN 
OF THE EIGHTEEN SURVIVORS. 
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- IN SO HIGHLY CHARGED AND TENSE A SITUATION AS NOW 
EXISTS IN RHODESIA, KILLINGS AND VIOLENT ACTIONS 
DIRECTED AGAINST INNOCENT CIVILIANS BY ANY SIDE HEIGHTEN 
TENSIONS AND BITTERNESS AND MAKE FAR MORE DIFFICULT 
THE ALREADY DIFFICULT TASK OF SEEKING A RATIONAL, 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM. 
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- AS HOST GOVERNMENT IS AWARE, WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
CONDEMNED NEEDLESS VIOLENCE COMING FROM ALL SIDES. 

HOST GOVERNMENT ALSO UNDOUBTEDLY REALIZES THERE IS 
A SIGNIFICANT BODY OF OPINION IN THE U.S. WHICH IS 
OPPOSED TO OUR POLICY TOWARD RHODESIA. 

IN ADDITION TO THOSE WHO CRITICIZE THE ADMINISTRATION 
FOR NOT ENDORSING THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. THERE ARE 
MANY IN THE U.S. WHO ARE UNCOMMITTED ON THE RHODESIAN 
ISSUE. SENSELESS VIOLENCE OF THE KIND WHICH TOOK THE 
LIVES OF THE AIRLINE PASSENGERS DEEPLY DISTURBS THE 
AMERICAN PUBLIC AND PLAYS INTO THE HANDS OF CRITICS 
OF THE ADMINISTRATION’S RHODESIAN POLICY. WE ARE CON- 
CERNED THAT THIS AND SIMILAR ATROCITIES WILL JEOPARDIZE 
THE PEACE PROCESS WHICH WE ARE STRENUOUSLY TRYING TO 
GENERATE. 

- AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND WE ARE URGINGALL PARTIES 
TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN THEIR ACTIONS AND TO REFRAIN 
FROM NEEDLESS AND SENSELESS ACTS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST 
INNOCENT CIVILIANS WHO PLAY NO DIRECT ROLE IN THE 
FIGHTING. 

- AS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN THE PAST, WE HAVE 
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APPROACHED THE RHODESIANS, URGING THEM NOT TO REACT 
FOOLISHLY OR IN HASTE IN THE FACE OF THIS MORE RECENT 
INCIDENT. 

- WE WOULD HOPE THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL DO ALL 

IT POSSIBLY CAN TO SEE THAT THE CONDUCT OF THE GUERRILLA 
STRUGGLE DOES NOT ENDANGER THE PROSPECTS FOR ACHIEVING 
A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA. CHRISTOPHER 
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SUBJECT: USG CONCERN OVER MOUNTING VIOLENCE IN RHODESIA 

DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT YOU SEEK APPOINTMENT AT THE 
HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL IN YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT AND, 

DRAWING ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS, CONVEY OUR MOUNTING 
CONCERN AND DISMAY OVER ESCALATING VIOLENCE IN RHODESIA, 

IN PARTICULAR THE CLAIMED SHOOTING DOWN OF THE RHODESIAN 
PLANE ON SEPTEMBER 4, AND THE REPORTED KILLING OF TEN 
OF THE EIGHTEEN SURVIVORS. 
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- IN SO HIGHLY CHARGED AND TENSE A SITUATION AS NOW 
EXISTS IN RHODESIA, KILLINGS AND VIOLENT ACTIONS 
DIRECTED AGAINST INNOCENT CIVILIANS BY ANY SIDE HEIGHTEN 
TENSIONS AND BITTERNESS AND MAKE FAR MORE DIFFICULT 
THE ALREADY DIFFICULT TASK OF SEEKING A RATIONAL, 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM. 

- AS HOST GOVERNMENT IS AWARE, WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
CONDEMNED NEEDLESS VIOLENCE COMING FROM ALL SIDES. 

HOST GOVERNMENT ALSO UNDOUBTEDLY REALIZES THERE IS 
A SIGNIFICANT BODY OF OPINION IN THE U.S. WHICH IS 
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OPPOSED TO OUR POLICY TOWARD RHODESIA. 

IN ADDITION TO THOSE WHO CRITICIZE THE ADMINISTRATION 
FOR NOT ENDORSING THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. THERE ARE 
MANY IN THE U.S. WHO ARE UNCOMMITTED ON THE RHODESIAN 
ISSUE. SENSELESS VIOLENCE OF THE KIND WHICH TOOK THE 
LIVES OF THE AIRLINE PASSENGERS DEEPLY DISTURBS THE 
AMERICAN PUBLIC AND PLAYS INTO THE HANDS OF CRITICS 
OF THE ADMINISTRATION’S RHODESIAN POLICY. WE ARE CON 
CERNED THAT THIS AND SIMILAR ATROCITIES WILL JEOPARDIZE 
THE PEACE PROCESS WHICH WE ARE STRENUOUSLY TRYING TO 
GENERATE. 

- AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND WE ARE URGING ALL PARTIES 
TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN THEIR ACTIONS AND TO REFRAIN 
FROM NEEDLESS AND SENSELESS ACTS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST 
INNOCENT CIVILIANS WHO PLAY NO DIRECT ROLE IN THE 
FIGHTING. 

- AS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN THE PAST, WE HAVE 
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APPROACHED THE RHODESIANS, URGING THEM NOT TO REACT 
FOOLISHLY OR IN HASTE IN THE FACE OF THIS MORE RECENT 
INCIDENT. 

- WE WOULD HOPE THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL DO ALL 

IT POSSIBLY CAN TO SEE THAT THE CONDUCT OF THE GUERRILLA 
STRUGGLE DOES NOT ENDANGER THE PROSPECTS FOR ACHIEVING 
A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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